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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1.

“and religion a¥e no longer cynonymous in Poland, constlituted a vic.ory for

The Commmnists have converted some of the Poles to Communism, hovever, such
converts comprise the opportunistic elements which bty and large are Zocumé

in all countries. Poland has a long history of anti-Russicn end enti-Soviet
sentiment which combined with the strong Roman Cotholice treditions Torms

an almost impenetrsble bloc. In view of thic the Cor.unists have Cirecte
their progrem of communizotion towards the Polish ycuth. |  |interes: in

this respect was particulorly aroused during the period 12~O-10 53, a pericd

of large-scale activity by <the Union of Polish Youth ZMP/ wirien O“"e.nimt.._on
includes youth in all walks of life. 50X1-HUM

There were differences of oyinion on the sublect of cormmnizaticn of Poligh
youth. Some believed thai Leczuse of the anti-Communist Uraditions in Poicnd
the Polish youth would never te converted and because of the religicn
instilled from early yout: in the confines of the hcre as well as dhe chuuseh
and school they would never cccept the teachings of the Commmists. Others
believed that the youth wes vulnerable to Commmism nprincizzliy v .cause the
youth of today does not rememter the past but looks to the fuiture in light

of present circumstances. Tais, coupled with the fact that the sc¢iools

Coommism. Nevertheless, the majority of the parents with vhon I spolim
indicated that they were exercising their role of parents in accordence :=<th
the old-fashioned Polish tradition of "don't think or sect like ouhcr.-, tell
you to think and act, but Tollow the good example of your parentc.” The
Poles are not afraid of advoecating such a philosophy, simply becas:e they
know that any retaliation ageinst the perents might eventually eablit: .» the

youths. Furthermore, reteliztory action would have to be directed ogn:--+
the entire Polish nation.

It must be sdmitted that Comrunism has mede prcgress anmong the Polish youth,
paerticularly, through the 2P, however, it would be a mistcike to lﬂ.uCl all
the Polish youth who belonz to tiie Communist-orerated orgenization as
Commnists. The reasons for joining the organizotion are as varied ot the
members themselves. For example, to achieve any degree of success vhether
in industry or in white collaer positions, or to become eligible for university
training or even a commission in the army, onc rust Le a merber of the ZMP.
The mejority of the parents vho permit their youngsters to join the organiza-
tion do so for the youth's own welfare, hoping that the solid family training
will somehow stave off the Merxist teachings vhich the organization feeds
them. It must be borne in mind that of the 400 thousend ZMP members in

1053 more than two-thirds of them will never become Communists or even
activists. Eerly ia 1953, the Polish Cormunict press admitted that the
majority of the youths vho became members of the ZMP between 1948-1951
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comprised the s0-cslled "opportunistic elemsnts” and referred to thowm as
"oourysols luliitewicrs.” Immcdistely thereafter the Party ordered en in-
vestigation vhich resulted in thousands of youths baing expelied from the
organization. Thoss particularly affected were youngsters vhoss families
were financially independent prior to World War II, or vho held important
govermmsnt positions, vho were high renking eaxmy officers, or vho had
relatives in Western Europs, the UK, or the US

4., Following is a list of those porsons who wvere leaders or officials of the ‘
2% in 1953. 50X1-HUM

Wladyslav Matwin
Edward Babiuch

(fou) Barcikowski
(fnu) Goraleki
Todeusz Wieczorek
Tedeusz Rudolf

Col Bronislav Bednarz

Mieclaw Ocliepka
S Ludkiewicz

Col Jerzy Morawski
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